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and he wore no boots or stockings, but went about bare-
footed. Already, at this early age, his character was
beginning to show itself. He had a quick temper and
a strong will, and though he was physically weaker than
many of his companions, he gave way to none of them.
Andrew had courage, and he was also intensely loyal
to his friends.

During the early years of the War of Independence
fighting was practically confined to the Northern States,
and the people living in the South were scarcely affected
by the conflict. Indeed, Andrew and his mother prob-
ably heard little more than rumours of what was hap-
pening. But when late in 1778 the war spread to the
South, life suddenly became full of danger .for them and
for thousands of other poor settlers. For the people of
the Southern States were divided in their loyalties.
Some remained faithful to the old traditions and wanted
the British to win, others were eager for complete
separation from England, and bands of armed men
belonging to both sides began to roam the country in
search of enemies to their cause. Thus everyone lived
in a state of perpetual danger, for at any moment of the
day or night one of these bands might ride up to a
settler's hut and gruffly ask him if he was a loyalist or a
patriot. Then if he gave the wrong answer the unfortu-
nate settler would most likely be shot or hanged, and
that would be the end of him.

The most hated leader of these raiding bands on the
British side was a Colonel Banastre Tarleton. He was
a cruel man and showed little mercy to any patriots who
fell into his hands. On one occasion he almost captured